
This is a highly variable system of veins that drains blood from the thoraco-abdominal walls.    Its 
importance is not in its function, as it can be divided without significant sequelae throughout its length.    
Rather, it is the fact that it has a large diameter and is a soft-walled vessel, which can be immediately 
adjacent to the operative field.    Surgical division is much preferred to accidental avulsion as substantial 
hemorrhage can result.


